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Missouri at Pear! Producer.
That Missouri Is a pearl producing

state is probably only known to pearl
button manufacturers, jewelers who
make a specialty of purchasing such
gems, mussel diggers, pearl fishermen
and a few others well versed in the
mussel resources of Missouri. This
information comes in a bulletin from
the office of John T. Fitzpatrick, the
state commissioner of labor statistics.

It was a difficult matter to secure
reliable information on the output of
mussel shells and the pearls they
yielded, but such information which
is at hand is to the effect that 841
Missouri mussel diggers and pearl
hunters earned $63,062 as a result of
the work last year. Of this portion
$18,358 is allowed for the pearls that
were found In the mussel shells, and

First Complete Story of Record Ride Made Through Alkali
Dust and Over Mountains from Columbus Is Told

Thirteenth Cavalry, Which Routed Villa's
Raiders, Firsf to Carry Colors

Across Border.
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The following unsolicited letter has
been received from Mr. J. F. Ward of
Donalda, Alberta. It is a plain state-
ment of conditions as Mr. Ward has
found them:

"It is with pleas--
A Settler's ure I drop a line to
Plain Letter. you. We had a

good year. Oft of 65 acres, oats and
wheat, I got over 2,500 bushels of
wheat and oats. Oats went here from
50 to 100 bushels per acre, and wheat
from 25 to 52 per acre. Just see me
being here one year and have over 700
bushels of wheat. It is now over $1.00
per bushel. Oats is 42 cents, and go-

ing up. Tou told me the truth, and I
want the people ot Toledo to know it
Hogs are 8 cents; cattle are high.
Canada is good enough for me I have
5 good horses. I sold 2 good colts, 2
cows and 18 head of hogs and killed 2.
I have 6 hogs left. I got 400 bushels
of potatoes oft an acre and a good
garden last summer, fine celery and
good onions. One neighbor had over
1,200 bushels of wheat, and sold over
$700 ot hogs and 2,000 bushels of oats.
This is a great country. If you should
tell the people of Toledo of this it
would get some of them thinking. The
soil is a rich black loam, and a pleas-
ure to work It. j

"We have a good farm. We have a
flowing well with soft water. It is
the best water in the country. Some
people think they got to po to war
when they come out here, frhey need
not be afraid of war. Ther? is no war
tax on land; only school tax, $12.00
on 160 acres, and road tax of two
days with your team. I tell you the
truth, there is no land in or around
Toledo as good as our land here in Al-

berta. If anybody wants to write us,
give them our address.

"We have had nice weather. We
have had it quite cold for one week,
but no rain and sleet, and the sun
shines nearly every day, and it is hot
in the sun. Coal is $2.25 per ton. The
people are very nice and good here.
We are well enjoying the West.
The horses and cows are feeding on
the prairies all the winter. We just
have two horses in the stable to go to
town with. Yours truly, (Sgd.) J. F.
WARD, Donalda, Alberta, Feb. 9, 1916."

"I was born in
Statement of Steve Wisconsin, butSchweitzberger moved with my

parents when a boy to Stephen Co.,
Iowa. I was there farming for 50
years. I sold my land there for over
$200 an acre. I moved to Saskatche-
wan, and lecated near Briercrest in
the spring of 1912. I bought a half
section of land. I have good neigh-
bors. I feel quite at home here the
same as in Iowa. We have perfect
safety and nd trouble in living up to
the laws in force. My taxes are about
$65 a year on the half section for ev-

erything. I have had splendid crops.
Wheat in 1915 yielded me over 50
bushels to the acre. That is more than
I have ever had in Iowa, and yet the
land there costs four times as much
as it does here. The man who comes
here now and buys land at $50 an acre
or less gets a bargain. (Sgd.) S.
Schweitzberger, February 9th, 1916."
Advertisement.

Should any o the notes of a piano
keep down when Btruck, it is a sure
sign of dampness.

TAKE SALTS TO FLUSH
KIDNEYS IF BACK HURTS

Says Too Much Meat Forms Uric Acid
Which Clogs the Kidneys and

Irritates the Bladder.

Most folks forget that the kidneys,
like the bowels, get sluggish and clog-

ged and need a flushing occasionally,
else we have backache and dull misery
in the kidney region, severe head-
aches, rheumatic twinges, torpid liver,
acid stomach, sleeplessness and all
sorts of bladder disorders.

You simply must keep your kidneys
active and clean, and the moment you
feel an ache cr pain in the kidney
region, get about four ounces of Jad
Salts from any good drug store here,
take a tablespoonful in a glass of
water before breakfast for a few days
and your kidneys will then act fine.
This famous salts is made from the
acid of grapes and lemon juice, com-

bined with lithla, and is harmless to
flush clogged kidneys and stimulate
them to normal activity. It also neu-

tralizes the acids in the urine so it
no longer irritates, thus ending blad-
der disorders.

Jad Salts is harmless; inexpensive;
makes a delightful effervescent lithia-wat-

drink which everybody should
take now and then to keep their kid-

neys clean, thus avoiding serious com-

plications.
A n local druggist says he

sells lots of Jad Salts to folks who be-

lieve in overcoming kidney trouble
while it is only trouble. Adv.

St. Kilda is the only place In Great
Britain where wild sheep exist.

Important to Mothers
Examine carefully every bottle of

CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for
infants and children, and see that it

SlSrlof 2T
In Use for Over 30 Years.
Children Cry for Fletcher's Castoria

An average of 50,000 documents are
signed by President Wilson each year.

WOMAN'S CROwKflNG GLORY
Is her hair. If yours is streaked with
ugly, grizzly, gray hairs, use "La Cre-
ole" Hair Dressing and change It In
the natural way. Price $1.00. Adv.

Silence makes a bluff that's hard to
rail.

ALLEN'S FOOT-BAB- E FOR THB
TROOPS

Many war xone houpttals have ordnred
Allen's i'oot-Eas- the antiseptic powder,
tor usa among the troops. Shaken Into
the ahopK and uaed In the foot-bnt-

Allen'a Foot-Kaa- a Rives rest and comfort
and make walking a delight. Sold evetir-wher- e,

26c Try It today. Adv.
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MAIOR SURE THAT HE WILL GET
STRONG SUPPORT IN

CONVENTION.

CAMPAIGN IS TO BE PUSHED

Thinks Iowa, Arkansas, Kansas and
Oklahoma Almost Sure, and Re-

gards the Far West as
Favorable.

Jefferson City.
In spite of the tart and acrimoni-

ous features incident to his obtaining
the indorsement of the Missouri state
convention for the vice presidential
nomination, Governor Elliott W. Ma-

jor is smiling and full of optimism
in discussing his chances for the nom-

ination in the Democratic National
conventon at St, Louis in June.

The governor says that the states
adjoining Missouri are the most fav-

orable to him.
He says that the Iowa delegation

of 26 will be his without a contest,
as his is the only name on the of-

ficial ballot
There Is no doubt that he wil obtain

the Arkansas deegation, he says, and
the same is true of Kansas, where a
number of counties which have elect-
ed delegates have instructed for him.

In Oklahoma, Governor Major says
the sentiment is distinctly in his fa-

vor.
The governor says that he intends

to push his campaign vigorously.
The campaign committee of his

friends, of which Judge W. W. Graves
of the supreme court is chairman
and A. Z. Patterson is secretary, is
in touch with the situation in all of
the southern and eastern states.

Boy Wanted as Murderer.
James Spencer, alias James Glea-so-

who is serving a two-yea- r term
in the Boonville reform school for bur-

glary, was turned over to the Minne-
sota authorities to be i alien back to
Minneapolis to answer to the charge
of mirder in tne first degree.

He is but 18 years old and is sup-

posed to have been connected with
several street car hold-up- s in Minne-
apolis and many other crimes of like
nature in other cities.

His history, as related by the Min-

nesota officers who came after him,
reads like a chapter from a dime
novel. Two other poung men, Carl
Swanson 19, and Ray Hawes, 26, are
implicated with Spencer.

Hawes entered a plea of guilty to
the murder of Godfrey Carlson, a
Minneapolis butcher, who was shot
and killed when he resisted the rob
bery of his place last October. The
slayer is now serving a life sentence
in the Stillwater penitentiary.

Swanson is in jail in Minneapolis,
where a plea of insanity has been
entered as a defense. Swanson and
Hawes were arrested in Chicago when
.planning a robbery, but the latter es
caped after he was under arrest and
was not caught again until some time
later.

To See Board.
.A big delegation of St Louis men

is here to discuss the equalization of
taxable values with the state board.

That there can be ho immediate re-

sult is conceded, for, under the laws,
there is no chance to go behind the
returns as filed by the county asses-
sors, but it is hoped that there may be
results in the future in the reforming
of the revenue and taxation code of
the state.

The glaring deficiencies of the pres-

ent system are apparent in the fact
that the entire burden of the support
of the state government falls upon the
city of St. Louis, Jackson county and
17 other counties. All of the other
counties draw each year out of the
state treasury much more money than
they pay in.

April 7 Is Arbor Day.
Governor Major has issued a proc

lamation setting aside Friday, April
7, 41s "Arbor Day," and calling upon
the schools of Missouri to suitably ob
serve the day in the beautification of
grounds by the planting of trees and
flowers and shrubbery.

Howard A. Gass , state supernten-

dent of education will suggest to the
public schools the character of pro
gram to render.

Major Is Indorsed.
At the recent convention of Demo-

crats in St. Joseph to choose dele-

gates to the national convention in
Juno Governor Major was indorsed
for the vice presidency by an over
whelming vote. E. F. Goltra was re
elected as chairman of the state Dem-

ocratic committee.

Tcn-Yea- r Fugitive Captured.
John Franklin, a ninety-nin- e year

convict, who with Teddy Daly, serv-
ing fifty years, made a sensational
escape from the officers in Jasper
county at Carthage January 16, 1906,
has been arrested at Minot, N. D., ac
cording to Warden McClung. Ed
Hardin, a penitentiary officer, has
gone after Franklin.

Franklin and Daly escaped when
they were being taken from the pen-

tentiary to Joplin to testify In a case
where a Joplin policeman had been
killed.

Vandlver Withdraws.
Willard D. Vandiver, assistant Unit-

ed States treasurer at St. Louis, re-

garded as the Folk candidate for the
Missouri gubernatorial nomination,
announced his withdrawal from the
racev He explained his action by a
denunciation ot the stand taken by
the Democratic state convention at St
Joseph, which Indorsed Gov. Major
for the Democratic vice presidential
nomination.' In some quarters the
idea Is advanced that Mr. Vandlver
has withdrawn In the hope that Hon.
Joseph W. Folk will be a candldato.

March 27, 1915.

French captured summit of

Violent fighting In the Carpa-
thians.

Austrian made gains in Buko-win-

U. S. battleship Alabama sent to
Norfolk to keep Prinz Eitel Fried-ric- h

from leaving.
German aviators dropped bombs

on Calais and Dunkirk.

March 28, 1915.

Russians broke into Hungary and
attacked Lupkow and Uszok passes.

British liner Falaba sunk by Ger-

man submarine; 110 lost.
British steamer Agulla torpedoed

by Germans; 26 lost
Russians bombarded Bosporus

forts and allies shelled Dardanelles
forts.

More air bombs dropped on
Calais.

March 29, 1915.

French pressed Germans hard In
Champagne.

Germans again shelled Reims.
Austrlans made gains at several

points.
Dutch steamer Amstel blown up

by mine.
Attack on Bosporus and Darda-

nelles continued.
German Baltic fleet out

March 30, 1915.

Russians stormed mountain
crests in Carpathians.

Austrlans began big drive across
ukowina.
Turkish seaplane dropped bombs

on British warship near Darda-
nelles.

Turkish government promised to
protect Christians at Ufumiah.

March 31, 1915.

Germans bombarded Libau.
Russians fought way down slope

of Carpathians into Hungary.
German army corps cut to pieces

in North Poland.
British steamers Flnminian and

Crown of Castile sunk by subma-
rines.

German soldiers near Thourout,
Belgium, killed by bombs from aero-
planes.

German airmen raided Ostrolen-ka- ,

Russia.
King George gave up liquor in

royal household.

April 1, 1915.

French occupied Fey-e- n Haye.
Russians began lively offensive

in Central Poland, but were re
pulsed by Austrians near Inowlodz
on the Pllica.

Germans checked Russians at
Rawka river.

British took Aus, German West
Africa.

British vessels and airmen shelled
Zeebrugge and Hoboken.

German submarines sank a Brit-
ish and a French steamer; 30 lost.

April 2, 1915.

Heavy artillery fighting between
the Meuse and Moselle.

Russians took offensive along en-

tire front.
Moorish rebels occupied Fez and

Mekines.
German submarines destroyed

several vessels.
Allied aviators made numerous

raids on Germans on west front
American sanitary experts sailed

to fight typhus in Serbia.

INTERESTING BITS

New discoveries of petroleum have
been made in Argentina.

In Sumatra the horn of the rhinoc-
eros is esteemed as a cure for poison,
and for that reason is made into drink-
ing cups.

London's exports to the United
States for November were more than
$14,574,000, as against less than

for October.
Gold-minin- companies in South

Africa are experimenting with blast-
ing by electricity with a view to mini-

mizing the fine dust, which is regard-
ed as the chief cause of miners'
phthisis.

In Serbia every grown man can
claim five acres of land from the gov-

ernment, which is exempt from all
chalms of debt

A Philadelphia surgeon is combat-
ing diseases peculiar to certain races
by transfusing to patients blood from
members of other races that seem Im-

mune to the maladies.
A miner lowered into, a subterra-

nean cavern opened by a miner's blast
at Volcano, Nev., some time ago, was
unable to discover tho ends of the
fissure. Stones dropped through the
opening could be heard bounding from
wall to wall, but there was no sound
Indicating that they reached the bot-

tom. Sparkling stalactites on the sides
of the cavern were revealed by lights
lowerod through the opening.

The Mississippi river carries more
than 1,000,000 tons of material to the
Gulf of Mexico every day.

For Oiling Shaftings.
Thoro is danger in the oiling ot

shaftings. Even though the machinery
is stopped, someone Is likely to start
it before the worker Is through with
his task. This element ot danger Is
removed through the Invention of an
oiler, which may be used while the
worker stands on the floor, thus obvi-
ating the necessity ot going among
running belts, pulleys and shafts, pos-lbl- y

on a rickety ladder. -
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Placed In command of troop ta

capture Villa and hla band.

"Just outside of floca Grandes we

found the body of a cowboy who had
been killed by Villa on his way to Co-

lumbus.
"Later some of the Sixteenth tried

to bury him. The ground was too
hard, so they just piled rocks on the
body.

"niirlnff thA marches the bore
stopped 10 minutes every hour for
rest. When the word was given tney
just dropped in their tracks into the
road. No stopwas made for dinner.
It was just one steady MKe. The in-

fant was strunz out so that the de
tachments were a day's march apart.
That is the way they are going now.

"We ent no water from Columbus to

Boca Grandes, 31 miles. The water in
my canteen got so hot that I could
hardly drink it. . Most of it I poured
on my head to stop the headache.

"Do vnn know how much stuff a
'dough boy' (infantryman) has to car
ry? Well, it s aDout ou pounds, just
as snon as thev sat down. Off would

come their shoes. The gritty road cut
their shoes to bits, and tne aiK.au
made their feet swell and blister. I
saw some of them having a fine time
getting their shoes back on tneir teec.

"We passed through Colonia Diaz,

one of the Mormon settlements. There
was no one around. Cherry trees were
blooming and the alfalfa was knee
deep. The roofs of the houses were
burned and the windows broken. We
got some water out of an irrigation
ditch. That is what fixed me.

"We were fed pretty well. Hard-

tack and canned "willle'- that's corn
beef. Sometimes a little bacon. Once
I copped a war baby that's what we
call soft bread.

"There are a lot of fellows who are
sick, but they are afraid they will be
sent out, so they hold on."

Note Saved Aviator from

Death in Mexico

Columbus, N. M. Lieut. Edgar S.
Gorrell of the United States aero
corps, who was missing several days,
was found three miles south of
Ascension by a motor truck train
under Lieut. J. L. Parkinson of

the Twentieth infantry, according to
reports made to military headquarters
here. Lieut. Gorrell was uninjured,
but was out of gasoline and had lost
his way.

Lieut. Gorrell had been alone for 48

hours in the middle of a sandswept,
uninhabited plateau on the borders of
Lake Frederick, but suffered only
Blightly from exposure to the sun. His
plane was intact. With the receipt of

this report all of the eight army avi-

ators who left here to fly to Casas
Grandes have been accounted for.

Lost Sight of Other Planes.
The flyer said that shortly after the

start he lost sight of tha other planes
and missed his way. After flying fSr
miles over the surrounding country in
an effort to determine his where-

abouts he was forced to alight on the
plateau because of a leaking fuel tank.
The gasoline oozed away and he was
unable to find the leak in the dark-
ness.

There were no signs of human habi-

tation and no vegetation on the height
except burned clumps of bunch grsCss.

He finally made his way to a recently
abandoned American camping place
on the wagon trail about six miles
southeast. There he placed a note,
telling of his whereabouts and condi-

tion, on a stick which he drove firmly
in the ground near the trail. Being
unwilling to leave his plane- - unpro-

tected, he made his way back to the
lake with the realization that if he at-

tempted to find a village he probably
would wander in the hills at the risk
of encountering bandits or wild ani-

mals. He said he was confident that
his note would be found before his
supply of three days' rations gave out.

Her Idea of It.
His Wife: I Just know my new

dress doesn't look at all neat and
stylish.

Her Husband: What make3 you
think so?

His Wife: Because it Is too com-

fortable.

Kid.
His Mother: When your father

comes home I'm golns to tell him all
about this, and get him to whip you.

Tommy: Ah! what's the use of drag
ging him into this affair?

Two of a Kind.
"Do you know," said the giddy

young maid, "that I don't believe I
could ever learn to love a man?"

"Our ideas seem Inclined to shoot
the same chute," rejoined the sarcas-

tic youth. "I'm positive that' I couldn't,
either."

Not Flattering;
' He: . But doesn't my devotion
arouse in you some feeling tor me?"

She: Oh, yes; tha sort ot feeling
one takeks a tonio for In the spring."

Boston Transcript

$4 9,704 for the shells after they had
been cleaned and were ready to send
to the factories to be made into pearl
buttons. The quantity of shells mar-
keted was 2,957 tons, some of which
came from the Mississippi river north
of its confluence with the Missouri,
and some from the Osage, Meramec,
Bourheuse, Marais des Cygnes, St
Francis, Black, White, Current, Gas
conade, Platte, Grand, Chariton, Cas- -

ton and other streams of north and
south Missouri. It was found a dif-

ficult matter to separate Missouri's
portion of pearls and shells from that
which belonged to the states of Ar-

kansas and Kansas, and the figures
herewith submitted must be accepted
only as estimates.

Bank Petitions Filed.
The recent convention in St. Joseph

gave all the land bank advocates from
various sections of the state an op
portunity to become acquainted.

Col. Fred D. Gardner of St. Louis,
the author of the Missouri Land Bank
Act, and who is spending all his spare
time explaining and advocating this
proposition, addressed a meeting of
those interested.

A survey of the situation revealed
that 25,000 voters of the state have
signed initiative petitions which is to
give the proposed amendment life and
activity. There are now in circula-
tion more than 2,000 petitions, and
each mail brings in more to the sec-

retary of the state committee. The law
requires the signatures of five per
cent of the voters for judge of the
supreme court at the last elecction,
which means the votes cast for all
nominees, and not more than eight
per cent. It is figured 35,000 names
are all that is needed. The indica-
tions are that there will be 50,000
signatures on hand by April 1, with
more to come in daily.

Post-Car- Primary.
A post-car- d "elimination" primary

recently held in Lincoln county set-
tles the state senatorship in the elev-

enth district made of Audrain, Lin-

coln and Pike counties. This is the
qystrict represented in the last two
sessions of the legslature by Robert
D. Rogers of Mexico, Audrain county.

Under the unwritten law of rotation
prevailing in the district it was Lin-
coln county's time to put forward a
candidate, who as the district is Dem-

ocratic, will be elected in November.
Jesse J. Duncan, who represented

Lincoln In the lower house of the
last assembly and J. B. Creech were
the candidates.

By mutual agreement it was de-

cided to leave the result to a post-
card primary under rules prescribed
by trends of both contestants. The
result was a majorty of 57 for Dun-

can out of a total vote of nearly 1,200
cast.

State Factory Closed Down.
Owing to his inability to obtain

sisal fiber from Mexico for the manu-
facture of binding twine, Warden Mc-

Clung has been forced to close down
the prison twine plant, which has
been in operation since the days of
f(he Dockery administration.

Twine has advanced from 7 to 9

cents a pound and a general shortage
all over the country is expected. No
one can say when shipments will be
renewed from Mexico, badly as the
growers there need American money.

The legislature did not provide suf-

ficient money to enable the warden
go on the market and purchase a big
supply, of ,the fiber when it could have
been obtained at an advantageous fig-

ure, and as a result of this policy the
state stands to lose a large sum of
money. This would be a particularly
good time to run the plant as the men
are mostly idle and the debts are con-

tinually piling up against the institu-
tion.

The warden says he has about 70
carloads of twine on hand, which will
be sold to farmers at the cost of pro-

duction, and when this supply is ex-

hausted it is not known when the
next shipment will be ready.

New Rates Protested.
Two factions from St. Louis ap-

peared before the public service com-

mission wrangling about the new wa-

ter rates in that city. The water com-

missioner and his attorney seek to
put in force a lower rate than is at
present in use, and the civic league
Is fighting to maintain the old rates.'

Drug Seller Convicted.
J. H. Klein, a teamster, was sen-

tenced to six months in jail by Judge
Van Valltenburgh in the federal court
when he pleaded guilty to a charge of
carrying drugs into the state prison.
Kline's arrest was the result of a
confession in Detroit of a former con-

vict arrested by the government on
a charge of illegally dealing in nar-
cotics in which Klein waa named.

More than 3,000 tablets of a nar-
cotic drug have been seized by the of-

ficials since the revelations of one
week ago.

Postmaster Gets Four Months.
John Cramer, former postmaster at

Sandy Hook, Mo., entered a flea ol
guilty In the United Stales district
court to embezzling $1,009 of (he gov-

ernment's money while postmaster,
and was sentenced to four months.

Name Goes on Oregon Ballot.
Governor Major has filed with the

secretary of state of Oregon the re-

quest that his name be placed on the
Democratic ballot as a candidate for
vice president. Other states' are ask-
ing Information about our governor.

long stand as a record ot speed and
endurance. .

The Thirteenth cavalry, because of
Its accomplishment in driving Villa's
greatly superior numbers out of Co-

lumbus after a brief engagement, was
given first place in the first column.
Muster rolls of the Villa command,
found after he passed through going
southward, showed that be made the
raid on Columbus with 583 men. Rav-
ing in anger after his defeat, desert-
ers reported that the bandit chieftain
killed five of his officers and men as
cowards. There were 293 in his com-

mand when he retreated through Co
lonia Dublan. The Thirteenth United
States cavalry accounted for the rest.

Maj. Frank Tompkins, who took 59

men of his squadron and drove the
bandits 15 miles into Mexico after
they had crossed the border, com-

manded the advance guard. The rest
of the cavalry, under Maj. Elmer
Lindsley, followed. Then came the
mountain and field guns, next the
"dough boys" of the Infantry regi-

ments and last the wagon trains, field
hospital and sanitary equipment and
iiela wireless. The orders were for
every man to "travel light."

Trains Long and Heavy.
Officers and men were not permit-

ted to carry much more than the
clothing and equipment upon their
persons. The trains, nevertheless,
were long and heavy. Vast quantities
of ammunition for all types of arms,
including the machine guns of the cav-

alry and infantry, accounted for the
most of the weight. Rations were car-

ried for only five days. The rations
were bacon, hard tack and coffee.

The column stretched out a length
of a mile and a half. From Columbus,
three miles north of the boundary
line, only a vast cloud of dust,
whipped to a great height by a high
wind, could be seen, and two hours
later, when the troops began making
camp, the men were thickly powdered
from head to foot, by grayish-whit- e

coatings of pulverized lava.
The sense, of smell detected Palo-

mas long . before Its collection of
brown, sunburned huts of mud and
cobblestones came Into view. Tha
odors were of stock yards, abattoirs
and tanneries. Closer, there was add-

ed that of unwashed humanity and
soiled raiment, ragged remnants of
which lay strewn about with the re-

mains of slaughtered cattle that had
furnished feasts for Villa and his men
during their brief stop at Palomas and
rations for the Carranza troops, who
were there both before and after, the
bandits' brief sojourn in the village.

The American troops camped near a
series of lakes formed by the Mimbres
river, a stream which, like a number
of others in the southwest, disappears
in Its course, through Mexico.

Soldier Tells of Men's

Hardships in Mexico

El Paso, Tex. The first story of the
hardships suffered by the American
soldiers in their march across the Chi-

huahua desert was told here by Sergt.
W. P. Harrison of the Thirteenth cav-

alry, when propped up in bed in the
hospital where he was taken on his
arrival.

"We went in first," he said. "There
was not any cheering. That stuff is
bunk. Everybody was serious and not
much was said. We all started off at
a trot and at once the dust began to
get thick. There wasn't any air and
the dust hung over the read.

Alkali In Their Eyes.
"The alkali got into our eyes and

down our throats; it sifted Into our
shoes and through our clothes. The
sun was awful hot. We put wet hand-
kerchiefs in. our hats, but It did not
help much. Most of the fellows rode
along with their eyes shut to keep out
the dust. Many of the boys were half
blind by noon.

"My eyes began to itch. Then they
felt as big as kettles and everything
got dark. Then the headache would
begin.

"You should have seen the faces of
the men after an hour or two. They
were all dust and sweat.

"When we got to. Las Palomas we
went right through the streets. There
was no one in the whole town. At the
next town, Boca Grandes, there were
three peons sitting in the sun. The
rest of the place was like a grave.

Military leaders denied persistent
rumors of an engagement in which
American soldiers . were said to have
been wounded, it being asserted that
the cases received were the first of
any kind in the command. An addi-
tional field hospital corps and an am-

bulance company have arrived In Co-

lumbus and It is believed it will be
sent to Join the expeditionary column
shortly. .

Reports received Indicated that
Lieut. T. S. Bowen of the aeroplane
corps, who was inured near Casas
Grandes, was recovering.

in the hope that they may be allowed
either to enlist In regiments bound for
Mexico or to accompany the troops as
civilians.
. Many letters requesting permission
to join the American forces In Mexico
have been received at military head-
quarters., '

' All Around., '
"Smith got it going and coming In

the meeting last night" .'

, "How so?" ; . ., ; ., ,

"He was squarely attacked and
fdundly .denounced."

Headquarters United State Puni-
tive Expedition, Near Colona Dublan,
Chihuahua, Mexico (by wagon train
to ColumbuB, N. M.). Reaching here
by a forced march that demonstrated
the endurance of the American soldier
and obviously amazed the Mexicans,
several thousand United States troops,
cavalry and infantry and artillery,
were scattered between this point and
the northern boundary of the Guer-
rero district, intent on the capturing
or killing of Francisco Villa In the
shortest possible time and exterminat-
ing the bandit band with which he
raided Columbus, N. M., and slaugh-
tered nine civilians. Troop movements
and dispositions, however, it was said,
were shrouded in the strictest secrecy
ly order of the war department.

The entry into Mexico occurred on
March 15. At that moment the Amer- -
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In commanc of the United States
troops on the border of Mexico.

lean colors, with the Btandard of the
Thirteenth cavalry, 200 men of which
beat off Villa's raiders, despite the
surprise movement of the Mexican

were carried over the boundary
by the color guard.

Col. Herbert J. Slocum, command-
ing the Thirteenth, was the first com-
manding officer to cross. He was fol-

lowed by Maj. Thomas A. Ryan, act-'in- g

chief of staff to Gen. John J.
Pershing, who commands the punitive
expedition.

This was column No. 1, consisting
of infantry, artillery and, cavalry, and,
burdened with heavy wagon trains, it
moved rather slowly and camped the
first .night at Palomas, a filthy vil-

lage 'of adobe huts an
seven miles below the boundary, south
ot Columnus.

Column No. 2 Crosses.
Column No. 2 entered Mexico from

Culberson's ranch, 51 miles south, ot
Hachita, Ariz. Gen. Pershing, who
had accompanied the first column part
of the way to Palomas, returned to
Columbus the same afternoon, raced
to Culberson's in an automobile, and,
taking command of the second, or
"flying column, drove it more than
110 miles over the desert of Chihua-
hua in 22 hours, actual marching time.
Official records show that spies dot-

ted the route of the first column, but
the men of the second had forged
their way 60 miles into the country

.before a single native was seen; and,
to the surprise of the Mexicans,
reached here exactly 42 hours after
crossing the border.

In this column every man was
mounted, and the lumbering wagon
trains were supplanted by army mules,
which made the entire distance under
heavy packs, with the loss of only
three of their number.

' Battery B of the Sixth field, artil-
lery, commanded by Capt. Edgar H.
Yule and Lieut. Charles P. George,
formed a unit of the flying column.
While the cavalry traversed trails
through the "mal pais," or "bad coun-
try," of the Sierra Madre mountains,
6,000 to 8,000 feet high, the battery,
Incumbered by its ambulances and the
iield wireless equipment, traveled the
valley roads, longer by 18 miles. Nev-

ertheless, it reached camp only an
hour and a half behind the cavalry,
without the loss of a mule or a horse

Tand not a sore foot among the ani-

mals.
Officers declared this exploit would

FOUR DISABLED SOLDIERS
. BROUGHT TO COLUMBUS

Columbus, N. M. Transport trucks
returning here from Gen. Pershing's
headquarters brought four soldiers.
Only two of the men were seriously
Injured and these were taken on lit-

ters to Fort Bliss, Tex. F. M. Roberts,
a private in Company C. Fourth field
artillery, was suffering from pneu-
monia, and William Brooks, a horse-shoe- r

in Troop M, Eleventh cavalry,
was badly crushed in a fall from his
horse at Colonia Diaz. The .other men
were suffering from minor diseases.

COLUMBUS MECCA OF
ADVENTURERS AND HOBOES

. Columbus, N. M. With the dispatch
from here oj an American expedition
to capture Villa, Columbus has be-

come a town of hoboes as well as a
mecca of soldiers of fortune. As a
result It was found necessary to swear
In several deputy sheriffs to asslt in
guarding property in the community.

Military authorities also are discour-
aging adventurers, tearing that they
may interrupt the work of the troops
at the expeditionary base here. Many
of ,tfieie men hjive come to the border


